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pital, for this is surely no place in which to look
out for anyone, nor is it a comfortable place in
which to be sick.

Randall is with Army Base Hospital No. 30. It
was wet and muddy there, so much so that I was
very thankful that I was not in the Army. I don't
think much of sleeping on wet ground and stand-
ing up to eat. I would rather have no ground and
eat with one hand I suppose, but just the same
they did not look a bit comfortable.
This place is nearly an Amex city now, even

the kids are beginning to throw baseballs through
the windows. If they would only quit begging
pennies; my, it gets tiresome. . . .

While the weather lasts I will start a letter to
you. Everything on a ship of this type depends
upon the weather. They discovered me on the
yacht and took me away from that nice home. I
had quite an interesting trip from the yacht to the
ship I was assigned to. Took me a week by land
and by sea. No, I was not traveling all the time.
I was looking for my trunk some of the while and
then had to wait for a vessel to take me on the
rest of the journey. In one of the cities I went
through there was a large Engineers' camp and I
assure you they were doing a lot of work there.
The medical work was not very spectacular, no
more than it would be around any machine shop
or engine yard but it was work that had to be
attended to and we all can't be fishing out shrap-
nel. Though I guess that there is plenty of that
to do right now, but the press news is good so
that helps a whole lot.

I am now on a destroyer and it is a great life
if vou don't weaken; if the expression ever fitted, it
fits here. I am getting so I could get along with
one hand, if I had no other to hang on with.
You know what the Fort Bragg bar can do, well
we just pray for nice smooth weather like that
after we have crashed into a head wind and sea for
some 40 hours. This boat slips along at 32 knots
and I assurc you that is traveling some-I know
it is the fastest I have ever dashed along. If
the waves don't get out of our way why we just
bust into them. Sure I was seasick at first but
I am getting used to it now. I want to see the
one who does not get sick. When it gets rough
you don't get sick, as you are too busy hanging
on; there is no sleep, no eat, just jumps and
bumps. I have a room up where they keep the
paint on most ships and I don't even think you
can imagine what it is like there.
The work is interesting, no, not from a medical

side, for there don't seem to be much time -for
that. This is no place for a sick man. The
medical work is mostly prophylactic, early and
quizk diagnosis, so that we can transfer the cases
to the hospital. The mninor surgery always comes
at the worst time when one dare not attempt
anything; it gets first aid and when things quiet
down gets further attention. I am fleet surgeon,
as it were, having a number of destroyers de-
pending upon me. Each of them has a Chief
Pharmacist 1\Iate on board and I assure you these
men are very fine fellows and are to be de-
pended upon.
To-day we missed something, don't know what it

was, but were off in answer to a S. 0. S. when
we were called back; it wasn't much but then we
are ready to take in little bits of excitement once
in a while. Not long ago we went to a sinking.
The Covington was torpedoed and it was hoped
that she could be brought in. We kept the
coast clear while the tugs did their best but it
was no use, she filled up and went down; no one
was lost, but it seemed a shame to see such a fine
ship go down. I had been aboard her not long
before and was greatly impressed with her great-
ness and grandness.

Fraternally yours,
R. H. HUNT.

County Societies
ALA:MEDA COUNTY.

The Alameda County Medical Association opened
the year's work Monday evening, August 19, 1918,
with the following program:
I. Technic of Vaginal Hysterectomy. Illustrated
by stereopticon........By Dr. Chas. A. Dukes.

II. The Children's Year Campaign.............
......................... By Dr. Adelaide Brown

III. Psychiatrical Problems of the War......
* .......... .......... By Dr. Jau Don Ball

These papers were both timely and instructive
and brought out an interesting discussion by Drs.
E. N. Ewer, M. L. Emerson, Anna M. Small, Lieut.
A. W. Stearns of the Navy, Major Hutchins, Cap-
tains Myers and Orbison of the Army, and August
Vollmer, chief of police of Berkeley.

Dr. C. H. Miller of San Lea7ndro, has been
elected medical superintendent of the Alameda
County Hospital.
The Alameda County Institutions' Commission

filed its amended budget for the County Hospitals
asking for $350,000 for the first unit of the pro-
posed new hospital on the recently acquired site
in East Oakland. It is proposed to build at once
a service building for an ultimate building that
will accommodate 250 beds, to cost $150,000; a
surgery and an X-ray laboratory; dressing rooms
and pathological laboratory, costing $50,000; surgi-
cal wards and corridors, to cost $50,000. and a
medical ward with sixty beds to cost $50,000.
Announcement was made at the University of

California to-day that Robert T. Legge, professor
of hygiene, and university physician, has been com-
missioned a captain in the Medical Corps of the
United States Army and will be stationed at the
University Infirmary. The infirmary is being used
as the hospital for the School of Military Aero-
nautics of the University. It will also be use(d
by the Government, according *to University of-
ficials, as the hospital for the Students' Training
Corps to be established at the University, and
designated as a semi-military institution.
The following members of the Alameda County

Medical Association have entered the service:
Drs. A. M. Smith, J. L. Lohse, H. G. C. Bog.
and E. S. Drucks.

CONTRA COSTA.
At the last meeting of the Contra Costa County

Medical Society, Dr. U. S. Abbott, having beeln
commissioned a captain in the Reserve Officers'
Medical Corps of the Army, resigned the secre-
taryship of the County Society, and Dr. P. C.
Campbell of Richmond was elected to fill the va-
cancy.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY.
Personals.

Dr. John C. Copeland has been commissioned
captain in the Medical Reserve Corps. He is to
go to Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.

Dr. A. Harrison Putnam, who was injured by
an auto truck, will recover. He is suffering from
a broken rib and from shock.

Dr. C. A. Johnson and wife left for Rochester,
Minn., August 11, where Dr. Johnson, having
been commissioned captain in the Medical Reserve
Corps, will receive instruction under the Mayo
brothers.

Film Folk to Build Hospital.
A Home and Hospital for Dependent and Ail-

ing Members of the Motion Picture Industry is
planned, demanding an immediate investment of
$300,000 and occupying 60 acres of ground within
an hour's ride of the city. It will be offered to
the Federal Government as one of the chain of-
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great military hospitals being founded for the war's
wounded. Its capacity will be 500 beds with
arrangement for unlimited addition.
David Work Griffith is chairman of the executive

board of the Motion Picture War Service Associa-
tion, Mack Sennett is treasurer, and S. E. V.
Taylor, secretary. Thomas Ince, Cecil B. de Mille,
J. Gordon Edwards, William S. Hart, Jesse B.
Lasky, Mary Pickford, A. S. Smith and Lois
Weber are some of the directors. It will also
serve as a vocational training school for blind and
maimed soldiers and sailors.

Plan for Moron Home.
Dr. George Wallace, psychopathic expert of

Wrentham, Mass., presented to the board of trus-
tees a contour map and plans for a State institu-
tion for the feeble-minded. The plans provide
for a 150-acre site, housing, psychopathic super-
vision, educational and industrial activities, super-
vised play and sports and a farm for 120 patients.
The buildings are so segregated that all classes of
morons, epileptics, delinquents, defectives and low-
grade custodials may be supervised in distinctive
groups.

180 Los Angeles Nurses on Firing Line.
Miss Edith S. Ryan, secretary of the Red Cross

Nursing Service of this city, told of the heroic
service of the nurses during the spring offensive
when for four days and nights they never slept
and never ceased working despite the persistent
attacks on hospital after hospital.

Hospital Interns Ask Pay.
The twenty internes of the County Hospital at

a conference with the Board of Supervisors, August
26, declared that the county should allow them
something, that since their number had been re-
duced from thirty to twenty their work had in-
creased and that they not only are called on to
do work not of an educational character, but
they have no time to earn anything outside of the
hospital. At present they are given only their
board and washing.

Bequeaths $5,000 to Medical Evangelists.
Mrs. Emilie Hill Scott of Santa Monica, who

died August 15, bequeathed $5,000 to the College
of Medical Evangelists, provided that $1,000 of
the sum be used to endow a bed in the White
Memorial Hospital, Los Angeles. The estate is
estimated at $75,000.

For Women's Hospital.
An appeal by the Foreign Service Committee,

civil and military, that a Los Angeles unit be sent
to France by the Los Angeles American Women's
Hospital Committee, resulted in reopening its sub-
scription list to increase the fund from $22,000 to
$50,000. The request came from Dr. Caroline
Purnell to Dr. Louis Richter of the Los Angeles
Women's Hospital Committee. Subscriptions will
be taken at headquarters, 604 Citizens National
Bank building.

Protest Negro. Nurses.
The Board of Supervisors filed a protest Septem-

ber 3, on the second request from the white nurses
at the County Hospital, that a stop be put to the
employment of colored nurse students.

MARIN COUNTY.
XVhereas, At the next general election Con-

stitutional Amendment No. 26, which provides for
the compulsory Health Insurance, will be voted on;
and
Whereas, This amendment, if passed, gives the

Legislature power to formulate Health Insurance
laws of any nature whatsoever; and
Whereas, These laws proposed are indefinite,

patterned after the German system, and tend away
from democracy; and

WVhereas, At the present time, with the high

earners of California such laws are unnecessary;
and
Whereas, An expenditure of fifty millions of

dollars will be required each year, and such an
expenditure is entirely unjustified at this time when
every dollar should be put forward to winning the
war; and
Whereas, The sick, under this law, would not

be privileged to choose his medical attendant but
would be compelled to have treatment from a
panel physician inadequately paid, let it be

Resolved, That the Marin County Medical So-
ciety, in regular session, go on record as un-
qualifiedly opposed to this form of Health In-
surance and opposed to Amendment No. 26; and
be it further

Resolved, That the members of Marin County
Medical Society put forth every effort to enlighten
the public on this alien amendment and expend
every energy toward the defeat of this proposal.

L. L. STANLEY,
J. H. KUSER,
W. F. JONES,

Committee.
September 16, 1918.

MENDOCINO COUNTY.
The July meeting was held on the 27th in the

office of Dr. Carol L. Sweet, Elk. On account of
the season the attendance was very slim. The
discussions, however, were to the point and very
interesting. Various letters were read. After the
meeting Mrs. Sweet regaled those present with a
toothsome lunch.
The August meeting was omitted on account

of the invitation for the members to attend-as
guests-the meeting of the Pacific Association of
Railway Surgeons, held at San Francisco on Au-
gust 30 and 31. That meeting was a very inter-
esting one, and its program of great import. It
and the luncheons were enjoyed and appreciated
by all the partakers. Those of the members of
this Society who attended are very grateful to Dr.
A. Miles Taylor and the P. A. of R. S. for the
royal time accorded them. I must not omit to
mention the special dinner given by Drs. C. 0.

Southard. and Ethan H. Smith. That dinner will
stay long in the memory of the partakers. We
certainlv all enjoyed ourselves to the limit. No
wonder Dr. Taylor-in his invitation-promised us
the time of our lives.

To the Medical Profession of Mendocino County:
Duty.

The call is coming, coming near,
For all of us to plainly hear,
That those of us who now steer clear
Must toe the mark, their burden bear.

The call is sounding in the air,
Alike to manly and the fair.
So do your bit, as laid out here,
Be it at home or "over there."

Do no shirking, have no cold feet;
Allow no person hear you bleat.
Be brave-like home upon the street-
When at the front you bullets greet.

Bright are the stars upon our sky,
For Volunteers, where bullets fly.
Do not hang back, for your place try;
Duty calls, don't shirk, don't ask why.

That call is coming, coming here;
Never minding what we hold dear,
To us now calling, do you hear?
No side-stepping, no steering clear.

wages and absence of poverty among the wage

OCT.), I9I8 473

OSWALD H. BECKMAN.



474 CALIFORNIA STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE VOL. XVI, No. io

SAN DIEGO COUNTY.
P. A. Surgeon V. G. Clark, of the Navy, after

several months of transport duty is home on leave
recuperating. We join with Uncle Sam in hoping
that he will shortly be quite fit again.

Dr. A. M. Lesem has succeeded to the superin-
tendency of the Mission Valley Hospital, vice Dr.
Joseph Weinberger, resigned.
Major H. Clifford Loos, M. R. C., is now on

duty at Camp Kearney after a year's service at
posls farther east. His many friends in the south-
ern part of the state will be glad to greet him
at the Base Hospital.
San Diego's new Tuberculosis Hospital is now

giving service and every bed is filled. It will dis-
tinctly enlarge its usefulness to build an out-of-
door camp, with funds recently bequeathed to the
countrv for this purpose by private estate.

Dr. 0. G. Wicherski is at present convalescing
at St. Joseph's Hospital after recently parting with
his appendix.
The San Diego County Society resumes its regu-

lar semi-monthly meetings Tuesday, September
10th, when it will be addressed by Major Harry
M. Sherman, M. R. C., now stationed at Ft. Rose-
crans. His subject will be the open-air treatment
of surgical wounds. The second meeting of Sep-
tember will be given over to a further discussion
of the proposed compulsory Health Insurance Act.

It is with deep regret that we chronicle the re-
cent untimely death of Major William R. Ream,
M. R. C., who came to his death while the ma-
chine in which he was making observations at-
tempted to alight in a blinding rain storm some-
where in Illinois. Major Ream was one of the
few medical men who have as yet qualified as
aviatots. He was deeply interested in the scientific
side of aviation and its demand for certain physical
qualifications necessary to its most effective per-
formance. Our Society poet releases the follow-
ing tribute to the memory of our departed brother:

O Soul Sublime, Brother Physician of Mine;
'T was not yours to only creep, content,
With feet on earth and duty in the skies;
Nor deterred you, the dangers to him that flies.
You, no earth bond could hold,
None other commanded; your only de'sire,
To be nearest where duty lies
And tend the hurt of your fold.

* * * * *

0 Soul Sublime!
May I, like him, learn to fly
And if need be, die, to be near my goal.

H. F. A.

SAN FRANCISCO, COUNTY.
During the month of August, 1918, the following

nmeetings were held:
Tuesday, August 13th-General Meeting.

1. Some of the everyday problems of difficult
labor. L. I. Breitstein.

2. Newer colloid-chemical studies and medicine.
Martin Fischer.

Tuesday, August 20th-Section on Surgery.
1. A form of osteitis deformans simulating

syphilis of the bones. S. H. Hurwitz.
2. Posterior dislocation of the inferior maxilla.

Sol. Hyman.
Tuesday, August 27th-Section on Eye, Ear, Nose

and Throat.
1. Presentation of pictures illustrating operative

interference for paralytic strabismus. Hans Barkan.
2. Ocular complications of dengue with report

of two cases. Hans Barkan.
3. Sociological and operative treatment of stra-

bismus. Walter Scott Franklin.

TULARE COUNTY.
The regular meeting of the Tulare County

Medical Society was held at the City Hall, Visalia,
September 4th. A fair attendance listened with
great interest to an exposition of the proposed
Health Insurance measures to be recommended
by the Commission to the next legislature in case
the enabling amendment is carried at the fall
election.
The Commission has gone into the fundamental

questions of sickness as a cause of pauperism
and deadbeatism exhaustively and believe that in
this measure they will find a cure for more than
60 per cent, and medical experience justifies their
conclusions. Details regarding the application of
the cure necessarily will need further discussion
and the thoughtful consideration of the medical
profession.
The bi-county Tuberculosis Sanitarium at Spring-

ville is nearing completion.
Plans for a modern, strictly medical County

Hospital at Visalia are being considered.
Drs. Chisholm and Fuller of Tulare and Todd

of Porterville have entered U. S. service.

Social Insurance
Frequent reference has been made in the JOUR-

NAL to Compulsory Social Insurance, and the ad-
vocates of this measure have been given such free
opportunity to place affirmative arguments before
our readers that we know all will be interested
in reading the other side.
The League for the Conservation of Public

Health has just issued a folder headed "IT
SHALL NOT PASS"-that ably covers the chief
points of controversy.
We herewith present it in full.

IT SHALL NOT PASS.
Shall California be the first State to pass Com-

pulsory Health Insurance? On November 5, 1918,
this question will confront you on the ballot as
No. 20.
Under an attractive disguise, No. 20, Compulsory

Social Health Insurance, is trying to gain admit-
*tance to its first American State. It has not the
American password. It can not pass muster. It is
un-American, undemocratic, unwholesome, unneces-
sary, unsound, unfair class legislation. It shall not
pass. Vote no on No. 20.

1. What is Compulsory Social Health Insurance?
It is a dangerous device, invented in Germany,

announced by the German Emperor from the
throne the same year he started. plotting and
preparing to conquer the world.
The proposed law, under humanitarian disguise,

would give a Social Insurance Commission arbi-
trary powers in California and make it superior to
and not accountable to courts, executive or people.

2. Why does the Social Insurance Commission,
despite persistent requests, refuse to tell the people
of California before election, the details of the
Compulsory Bill they propose to inflict on the tax-
payers of our State?
Because the vast expenditure and the unlimited

power of the elaborate political machinery neces-
sary to operate this special class legislation would
alarm the people.

3. Has Compulsory Health Insurance been in-
vestigated and adopted by any other American
State?
Compulsory Health Insurance has been investi-

gated by a number of States. All have refused it
admittance as an alien to our shores and an enemy


